CULTURE IN NORTH-WEST CHINA                      27
to see the Generalissimo, he asked him if he had seen the play*
The Minister said no. The Generalissimo said : " What kind
of Information Minister are you ? I hear that it is a good play.
Yet you have not gone and seen it." The Minister was afraid of
the Generalissimo^ displeasure. So the Minister went to see this
play and after the play went to the stage and congratulated the
playwright, for he had already heard from the Generalissimo
that it was a good play and that was enough for him,
A few days later, the Generalissimo heard that the
play is about the struggle of the patriots to create a proper mili-
tary hospital, about the struggle against corrupt officers, pro-
fiteers and so forth.
So when the Minister of Information again went to see the
Generalissimo, the Generalissimo said : "61 hear that you have
gone up the stage and congratulated the playwright. But I am
also told that it is a play written against us. How is it that yon
congratulated the author ? I simply asked you to go and see
it" The result of all this was that the play was banned !
All this shows the rigorous censorship in Kuomintang China,
Any play or anything should go through strict censorhip before ^
it is passed.
The playwrights and artists on the whole are honest people.
The chief form of play in Kuomintang China is the historical play.
You can stage plays about events that happened two thousand
years ago. Censors do not check this so rigorously-
"What happened to the other group, however, was very different
The writers came from Kuomintang China to the liberated
areas. They came with the desire to advance the war against
Japan. They came with the desire to really record what i& hap-
pening in this great period of Chinese history. But their whole
record previously was one of dealing with middle class situations,
social themes and so forth. When they came to this area t&ey
found that they could not go on writing thus because what they
wrote previously is no longer important.
They had to write about real people, peasants, soldiers,
workers and so forth : how their way of life is to be changed, the
effect of Jap invasion, the people's fight against the invasion etc.
This was their task, but it was difficult; they had just come from
the'other side of the lines. They had not actually participated IB
-the struggle. And meanwhile from among the people, from among
the soldiers, among the workers, new writers and poets arose 7